
We hope the Medical Society of Virginia will
not be guided by a few men who wish to cover

up their bad work. Will the teachers in the
Medical College of Virginia openly acknowledge
that their work is bad, and their graduates in¬
competent to practice medicine, by attacking the
Board ? We hope not. Would it not be better
for themselves, for the college, for the profession
of the State, and for the public, if they would re¬

solve to teach their students so that they may take
equal rank with the graduates of the University
of Virginia? Do the students of the Medical
College of Virginia wish, on the plea of ignor¬
ance and incompetency, to be admitted to practice
without examination? That is what their petition
to the Virginia Legislature last winter amounted
to. Will they not rather demand of their teach¬
ers that they place them on equality with all other
students and graduates, by instructing them so

that they shall be competent practitioners of med¬
icine. The remedy, as we said before, is in the
hands of the colleges, not the Legislatures. The
Virginia Legislature may grant the degree of Doc¬
tor of Philosophy to every graduate of the Medi¬
cal College of Virginia ; but that will not make
them philosophers. It may enact that each of
those graduates is learned in medicine ; but that
will not add anything if their teaching has been
such that they cannot pass the examination of
the State Board. No one can be made moral by
act of Parliament—and no Legislature can enact
a knowledge of medicine into the mind of any
student. As we know the tree by its fruit, we
know the college by its graduates. ' ' A fair field
and no favors ' ' is all that any competent man

wishes.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL
MEDICAL CONGRESS.

The full proceedings, addresses, papers and dis-
cussions of the International Medical Congress at
Washington, September, 1887, have been pub-
lished and distributed to the members and others
who were entitled to copies ; making five royal
octavo volumes of over 760 pages each, an aggre-
gate of 3,800 pages, and about 600 illustrations.
The Transactions of the great International Med-
ical Congress at London, in August, 1881, are

comprised in four royal octavo volumes averaging
638 pages, an aggregate of 2,552 pages and 180
illustrations.

It will be seen that the Transactions of the
Washington Congress contain nearly one-third
more printed matter and three times as many il-
lustrations as those of the London Congress. For
style of printing, quality of illustration, and we
may venture to add for value of matter, they will
bear favorable comparison with the Transactions
of any one of the preceding International Medical
Congresses. Much credit is due to ex-Secretary\x=req-\
General Hamilton and his assistants for the ex-

peditious and excellent manner in which they
have executed their laborious task.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Death from Carbolic Acid.\p=m-\At Milton,

Ohio, on October 6, a 3-year old child secured a
bottle of carbolic acid and a teaspoon, and began
feeding it to the baby brother in the cradle.
The screams of the baby attracted the mother,
who was outside, and when she reached its side
it was gasping for breath and died in a few
minutes. It seems almost incredible that anyone
having any business with carbolic acid could be
so criminally careless as to leave the poison
within reach of a child.

Large Intestinal Diverticulum.\p=m-\In the
Centralblattf\l=u"\rGyn\l=a"\kologie,No. 17, 1888, Maas,
of W\l=u"\rzburg,reports the case of a boy, \l=ae\t.14
years, whose abdomen began to enlarge soon after
birth, and continued to enlarge until a year before
the lad came under treatment. It then became
much larger, and the boy had dyspn\l=oe\aand pal-
pitations. The bowels moved frequently, but the
stools were scanty and thin. The abdominal walls
were very tense, though not cedematous. The
urine was normal ; the skin pale ; some subcuta¬
neous veins were uniformly dilated. The abdo¬
men measured 35.5 inches at the umbilicus, and
3 inches higher the circumference was 39 inches.
There was uniform tympanitic resonance, and the
lateral impairment was slight. No solid tumor
could be detected. An enema was given, and
much faecal matter was passed. When a sound
was passed into the rectum it could be felt appa¬
rently over the tumor, under the parietes, and
hence a diagnosis was made of congenital hydro-
nephrosis on the left side, or cystic degeneration
of the kidney. An exploratory puncture in the
left loin with a large trocar allowed some faeces to
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escape, and an incision was then made along the
linea alba. The surface of the tumor was covered
by a large plexus of veins. The operators feared
to proceed, and the abdominal wound was closed.
There was no subsequent peritonitis ; but a sud¬
den increase of the swelling was followed by in¬
tense dyspnoea, and this by sudden death. The
autopsy showed that the tumor was an immense
diverticulum from the upper part of the rectum,
containing some gas and 14 litres of thin fasces.
The communication with the rectum was at the
posterior inferior part of the pouch. The rectum
was strongly compressed by the tumor. Kölliker
and Maas attribute the diverticulum to a disturb¬
ance of the normal involution of the blastodermic
layers.

SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.

American Surgical Association.

Annual Meeting, held in the Main Hall, Grand
Army Building, Washington, D. C, Septem¬

ber 18, iç, 20, 1888.
[Continuedfrom p. ¿çç.)

Tuesday, First Day—Afternoon Session.
Dr. W. W. Keen, of Philadelphia, read a

paper on

THREE SUCCESSFUL CASES OF CEREBRAL
SURGERY,

including: 1. The removal of a large intracra-
nial fibroma. 2. Exsection of damaged brain
tissue. 3. Exsection of the cerebral centre for
the left hand.

Case 1.—Large tumor in the cerebrum, prob¬
ably arising from an injury at the age of 3 years;
tumor removed at 27 ; hernia cerebri ; recovery.

The patient, a young man of 27, at 3 years of
age fell, striking his head on some bricks. At
5 he had measles followed by discharge from the
right ear, impairing hearing. In February, 1885,
epilepsy supervened, with intense pain in the
head. About April right-sided hemiplegia was

complete, with aphasia. Right pupil was largely
dilated and irresponsive to light; vision imperfect.

When first examined by Dr. Keen the only
remnant of his former condition was epilepsy,
hesitation of speech and headache. In the at¬
tacks the head and neck were turned to the left,
while the body was turned to the right. Convul¬
sions general. Right pupil larger than left. A
small scar was decided on as that resulting from
the accident. This was   inch above and in front

of the left superior stephanion, 2% inches to the
left of the middle line, and 3 inches behind the
external angular process. The temperature on
the left side of head was Io higher than on the
right. Dynamometer recorded right 300, left 35o.
Left knee jerks normal, right subnormal. Diag¬
nosis, probable tumor at the base of the frontal
convolutions, involving the centres for the leg,
arm, face and speech.

The operation was performed December 15,
1887.     inch trephine was applied over the
seat of the scar. This opening was enlarged 3
inches. A tumor was discovered and removed.
It weighed 3 ozs. 49 grs. Its size was 2]4 X2)4
xi}i inches. Haemorrhage was abundant and
checked with difficulty. The wound was dressed
antiseptically, drainage being provided for. The
wound was followed by hernia cerebri. This
showing no tendency to cicatrize, thirty-four skin
grafts were applied. In ten weeks cicatrization
was complete. The elevation was then followed
by a concavity. The tumor proved to be a fibroma,
a rare form of intracranial tumor.

Case 2.—-Simple depressed fracture followed in
four months by epilepsy ; thirteen months later
trephinement and removal of damaged brain tis¬
sue ; recovery in seven days ; cure of epilepsy to
date. Young man 25 years of age. In Novem¬
ber, 1886, he fell nine feet, receiving a severe blow
on the right side of the head. He was uncon¬
scious for a considerable time. There was tem¬
porary loss of feeling in the three left ulnar fingers.
On tapping the head on the right side he produced
a ' ' cracked pot ' ' sound. Epilepsy began in
March, 1887. Up to April he had had five posi¬
tive attacks. The diagnosis was traumatic epi¬
lepsy from depressed fracture, centre for left hand
and supramarginal gyrus involved. Operation
was done April 12, 1888. As soon as the flap
was raised the bone was found to be splintered.
Ai^ inch disc of bone was removed. The dura
mater had been rupured. A small piece of bone
had been forced through the dura mater and had be¬
come adherent to its under surface. The brain sub¬
stance had also been ruptured. A cyst }{ inch in
diameter was found connected with the piece of
bone. All of the bran substance that was altered
in character was removed. This piece was % inch
long by % inch in width. The button of bone was

perforated and attached with chromic catgut to the
flap, so that the bone could not fall in upon the
brain substance.

The wound was healed in seven days. After
the operation there was paralysis of the hand as

regards flexion. That night flexion was recovered.
Note made May 28, 1888, shows that the disc

of bone is adherent, mental and physical condi¬
tion excellent, flexion of fingers normal. The
iris of the right eye, twenty-four hours after the
operation, responded separately as well as its fel¬
low. This isolated symptom of want of proper
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